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Turn to me and
be gracious to me
for I am lonely
and afflicted.

Psalm 25:16

fe)
1981

INTERNATIONAL YEAR

Early church the best
model for meeting
human need

OF DISABLED PERSONS

The local congregation has the fundamental responsibility to care for the
needs of its members, particularly those
persons whom the larger society devalues.
Addressing human service workers,
church leaders and parents of handicapped persons attending a Symposium
on Devalued Persons and the Church,
Wolf Wolfensberger continued, "It is
scandalous for a church in effect to go to
Caesar and say, 'You will have to tax us
to take care of our members, because we
aren't going to care for them'."
Featured speaker for the symposium,
held in Goshen, IN, Wolfensberger is
professor of special education and rehabilitation at Syracuse University. He is
also the director of the Training Institute for Human Service Planning Leadership and Change Agentry, based at the
University.
Author of some 100 books and articles on the subject of values as applied to
handicapped persons and human service agencies, he is a co-founder of the
L'Arche community in Syracuse, a residential community composed of both
handicapped and non-handicapped persons.
Wolfensberger outlined the process
by which society devalues certain groups
of people. Defining a person solely on
the basis of one or more "negativelyvalued" mental or physical characteristics, society rejects and "marks" the
individual. The person then is rejected,
often removed from his or her local
community, and labeled as a devalued
person. Systematic oppression, punishment, brutalization and often death
then follows, he continued. "This process is a universal tendency," he concluded, "a result of the fall which is visible in every society."
But persons with physical or mental
handicaps are not the only persons that
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our society devalues, he explained.
Other groups include the severely ill,
those sensorily handicapped (especially
the blind and deaf), persons who are
brain-injured, and the aged, poor, unemployed, deprived and illiterate. Also
devalued are persons who are self-destructive (addicted to drugs or alcohol), or
are social rebels (offenders, sexually
unorthodox), together with foreigners
and persons who are otherwise unassimilated (due to racial, ethnic or religious
factors). Wolfensberger noted that these
various groupings combined comprise
about one-third of our total society.
Wolfensberger prefaced his remarks
with an overview of history from a
Christian perspective, beginning with
the good creation which was marred by
the fall, redeemed through the work of
Christ and which will be consummated
in the second coming.
Rooting his analysis in the universal
effects of the fall, Wolfensberger noted
that all human institutions, including
those rendering human services, are
fallen and "don't work." "The sum of all
human service work is either negative or
at best neutral. Probably they do more
harm than good," he said.
Fall cannot be "fixed"

"Society is trying to fix the fall but the
fall cannot be fixed," he continued. "But
it can be transcended, at least in part, in
Christian community, as we seek personal and corporate holiness."
Rather than looking to secular institutions or the government to provide
care for the needy and afflicted persons
in their midst, Wolfensberger urged
congregations to recapture the early
church's vision for service. Even though
a persecuted minority, he said, the early
church was able to care for the needs of
all of its members, with some help going
to persons outside the faith. "Many

people lived on the edge of existence, in
poverty," he noted, "but no fellow Christian went without. Christians never
begged."
Early Christians welcomed the opportunity of serving the "hidden Christ"
seen in the poor and disabled. This is in
stark contrast to the human service
worker today, which Wolfensberger typified as being "burned out" and experiencing feelings of hostility toward
clients.
In addition, he charged that modern
human service systems are involved in
"gross death-making" which is directly
counter to the scriptural injunction to
serve the poor and needy. Abortions
and the massive over-use of psychoactive drugs are but two of the tools
society is now using to "make death," he
noted.
Because of the failure of the "super
human service systems" and the deathmaking taking place there, Wolfensberger noted a growing number of Christians are disengaging from human service institutions and are beginning to
minister to people in more personalistic
ways.
Meeting human needs in the congregation is Christian, Wolfensberger said,
"because we seek to transcend the fall,
not fix it." And, he continued, our service "should be denominational, because
when a person is in an extreme situation,
he or she needs to have the symbols and
traditions in which they have been
rooted."
A localized ministry

Outlining several principles for rendering Christian human service in the
congregational setting, he also listed
ways of safeguarding such ministries
from succumbing prematurely to the
perversion which, he said, is inevitable
with every human endeavor.
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He also warned of trying to duplicate
service technologies and funding methods
used in the secular world. "These technologies are bankrupt," he asserted.
Instead, congregations should develop
Christian human services based on the
personal, voluntary, radical involvement
of local believers sharing primarily in
informal, culturally normative ways.
Don't seek funds from Caesar, he
warned. "Once we become dependent
upon public funds, there will come a
time when the state, because it is fallen
and is always grasping for control, will
gradually pull in the reins."
"Above all," he said, "anything that is
done must be an outgrowth of a personal and communal quest for holiness.
A human service is Christian and sound
only insofar as it flows from service to
Christ. Because of the unity of the body
of Christ, serving a member of the body
is a service to Christ."
During periods of feedback, participants raised several questions. When
asked how the church could possibly
minister to all the handicapped and
devalued persons in society, Wolfensberger acknowledged that it is impossible.
"The ordinary congregation will not
generate vast numbers of handicapped
persons," he said, "generally not more
than it can care for." But he noted that
we as Christians cannot "fix the fall."
And because of the fall, "the need for
service is infinite. We just cannot meet
all the needs." Rather than starting with

QUOTES

the needs of the world, he said, we need
to start with the needs within the church,
"working from the inside out." Then, as
we are able, we can share with others in
the community. But, he said, "We will
constantly have to say 'No'," and he
suggested this may well be the most difficult area for a congregation to handle.
While granting Wolfensberger's point
that the state will seek to control and
subvert Christian human services, other
participants differed with him on the
concept of total avoidance of governmental funding. They suggested using
public funds but keeping a clear sense of
purpose and being prepared to have
public funds withdrawn if Christian service principles are threatened.
The April 23-25 symposium was designed as the major inter-Mennonite
event during the International Year of
Disabled Persons. In addition to college
and seminary students, 140 persons were
registered, representing four Canadian
conferences and 15 states, including
Georgia, Massachusetts and California.
Mennonite Mental Health Services
sponsored the event, in cooperation
with Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries and the Center for Discipleship
at Goshen College.
For information about tape recordings of the sessions, contact the symposium coordinator. Dean Bartel, Developmental Disabilities Services, Box 370,
Elkhart, IN 46515.
Glen Pierce for Meetinghouse

"The need for service is infinite—we

need."

cannot meet the

that you serve well, not that you serve

that hasn't worked

gets better when it gets

then

many."
bigger."

"Rather than seeking to discern God's will (in serving devalued
persons),
we as churches
rush in and replicate
the world's human
service
systems."
"We have an overwhelming
tendency to serve people with
technologycongregations
tending to serve in the ways of the world. That's wrong—
don't do it! Don't do anything if you are going to do that!"
"Violence
someone

is like a counterfeit $100 bill—it keeps getting passed on until
absorbs the loss and stops the chain
reaction."
— Wolf
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Devalued Persons and the Church:
hope. Only

"Nothing

1981 has been designated as the
International Year of Disabled Persors. In this issue you will find a special focus on the church's ministry to
persons whom society tends to "devalue"—persons with mental or physical handicaps, the poor, etc. As you
read, remember the words of our
Lord, "Inasmuch as you have done it
unto one of the least of these . . . "

from the Symposium on

"As Christians,
we are called to abandon all ordinary
can we experience transcendence
and holiness."

"It is important
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A grass-roots movement plans

Curriculum supplement for
mentally handicapped children
now available
In an effort to assist teachers in their
work with mentally handicapped children within the regular Sunday school
class, a supplement to the teacher's
guides of The Foundation Series for
Grades 3 and 4 has been prepared. This
supplement was prepared out of concern that mentally handicapped children remain full and active members of
the regular Sunday school classes along
with those who are not handicapped.
The quarterly release of this supplement
will begin with the Year I, Grades 3 and
4, Quarter 1 course, In the Beginning.
Additional quarterly releases are planned for the remaining quarters of Grades
3 and 4 with possible extension of
Grades 5 and 6.
The writer of the supplement is Frieda
Dirks, Wollaston, Massachusetts, member of the Boston Mennonite Church.
Frieda has served as teacher and director of programs for the mentally handicapped for 26 years in the Quincy, Massachusetts school system. She is mother

of four grown children, one of whom is
mentally handicapped. In the supplement Dirks reviews each session as developed in the teacher's guide. She then
offers suggestions on ways the planned
activities and contents can be adapted to
include the mentally handicapped children in all classroom activities. Alternate activities are also included as needed. Through her comments teachers will
become more aware of and sensitive to
the learning characteristics of mentally
handicapped children.
This supplement is the first of a series
of resources being prepared by The
Foundation Series publishers to assist
congregations in their ministry to and
with the mentally handicapped. Teachers
and Sunday schools may order this supplement when they order their Foundation Series materials for quarter 1 which
will be used beginning September 6,
1981. The supplement appears in the
form of a 24-page booklet, 8'A x 11.
Retail price is $2.40.

A growing number of Brethren in Christ congregations are developing ministries to
persons with mental handicaps. Pictured above is a class activity sponsored by the
Lancaster, PA congregation.

The Paxton

Flashback in time—
a house for the poor
We may never know all of the dynamics that resulted in the proposed ministry
to the poor in Harrisburg, but I can offer
some glimpses.
In the spring a group of interested
persons met "to consider the project of
securing a house for the poor." There
seems to have been little debate on the
location of the ministry, as Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania, was deemed "easy of access and centrally located."
The thrust of the proposed ministry
was made clear in the group's first resolution: "(I)t is the sense of this meeting
that a home for the aged, the afflicted
and the poor, including all ages, regardless of sex, for the Brethren in Christ
Church and as the Lord may direct is to
a desired end."
After some research, it became evident that there was a real need for the
kind of ministry described. One participant wrote that, "from present indications there will be no need for soliciting
inmates." Within a year of the first meeting, the ministry was incorporated under
the name, the "Messiah Rescue and
Benevolent Home" of Harrisburg.
The year: 1896.
Most of us are familiar with the development of the ministry from that
point. From the original location on
Baily Street, the Messiah Home moved
to a new, 100-room facility on Paxton
Street in 1936. By 1978 a third move was
necessary—to the spacious "Messiah
Village" complex near Mechanicsburg.
Dave Brubaker, Lancaster, PA, is a recent
graduate of Messiah College. He is currently serving in a voluntary service capacity in the Brethren
in Christ Missions office in Elizabethtown, as well
as being quiz master for the church's youth quizzing program.
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a ministry to the poor

Street proposal

Reported by Dave Brubaker

Bought... And Returned
However, while the transition to Messiah Village went remarkably well, the
disposition of the Paxton Street property did not. A Mr. Dexter Case had
purchased the property for $600,000 in
1978, converting the facility to a personal care boarding home. Case had
anticipated that certain state funding
would become available to support the
costs of the operation. The funding
never materialized—and neither did
most of Mr. Case's mortgage payments.
After granting Case a six-month moratorium on his payments, the Messiah
Village Board of Trustees finally moved
last September to foreclose on the
mortgage.
Is God Trying to Tell Us Something?
Beth Frey, a member of the Messiah
Village Board of Trustees, challenged
the trustees when they were first informed that the Paxton Street facility would
come back to the church. "I'm wondering if God isn't trying to say something
to us," Beth asked. Beth, together with
Dr. John Kreider of Lancaster, proposed the possibility of a ministry by the
church to the poor in Harrisburg, using
the Paxton Street facility.
Since that time, the process which
may result in a Brethren in Christ ministry to the poor in Harrisburg has developed much as it did in 1895-'96. The first
meeting of persons interested in such a
ministry occurred at Messiah Village on
March 12. Later meetings throughout
the spring produced a five-member ad
hoc committee (Woody Dalton, Avery
Heisey, David Miller, Beth Frey and
John Kreider). Harold Chubb (of Skyline View Church) and Beth Frey were
appointed co-administrators of the
facility.
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T h e Messiah H o m e occupied this 100-room facility on Paxton Street in Harrisburg,
PA from 1936 to 1978. Now the property, which had been sold in 1978, has reverted to
the Messiah Village Board of Trustees and a number of persons in central Pennsylvania want to develop a ministry to the poor, using the property.

Meanwhile, the Messiah Village Board
of Trustees, who act as trustees of the
Paxton Street property, decided to close
the home by April 3. This decision—an
inevitable one given the deteriorating
conditions inside the home -was supported by even the advocates of the proposed ministry. Outside placements were
secured by all of the residents remaining
from Mr. Case's brief ownership.
To Sell or Not to S e l l . . .
The Messiah Village Board of Trustees has had the consent of General Conference since 1969 to sell the Paxton
Street property. Had it not been for the
action of Beth and John and others following the foreclosure, the Board could
have again proceeded to sell it. However, these persons sent a request to the
Board of Administration meeting in
February, 1980 urging that some time be
granted to investigate the viability of a
new ministry at the Paxton Street facility. In light of the 1969 Conference
action, the BOA granted the Board of
Benevolence power to consider the request, and to delay the sale of the facility
if necessary.
Since then, according to Dale Allison,
the chairman of the Board of Benevolence, his board has been a "facilitator,"
allowing the Paxton Street Home ad
hoc committee, "time to organize, formulate a philosophy of ministry, project

a program (and) present a financial pro
forma " The ad hoc committee, now
known as the "Paxton Street Home
Executive Committee," has conducted
the requested feasibility study, and will
soon be presenting its work to the Messiah Village Board of Trustees, the
Board of Administration, and the Board
of Benevolence. If the Board of Benevolence (which meets July 24 & 25) does
not approve the committee's recommendations, then the Village trustees would be
free to act on the 1969 Conference decision and sell the property. However, if
the Board of Benevolence approves the
recommendation, issues relevant to the
disposition of the building will still need
to be resolved by the Village Board of
Trustees, with final approval by the
Board of Administration.
Although the Paxton Street Home
Executive Committee does not know if
they ever will have permanent use of the
old Messiah Home, it has coordinated
an active effort to clean-up and maintain the building and grounds. Roundthe-clock security, organized by Ruth
Landis (of Redland Valley), had been
difficult to secure until Steve and Bonnie
Sands (of Harrisburg) and Karen Asenavage (a recent Messiah College graduate) volunteered to move into the
building. The ongoing massive clean-up
next I'UKC please
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job has been possible only with the
volunteer help of many Brethren in
Christ from area churches.

A number of persons from surrounding Brethren in Christ congregations have
shared in cleaning up the Paxton Street building and grounds. Pictured above are
Ethel Kreider (Lancaster congregation) and Dwayne Stutzman (Speedwell Heights
congregation).

"I'm just a catalyst"
Beth (Winger) Frey is a vivacious,
energetic and open woman who freely
articulates her perspective on the proposed Paxton Street ministry. She projects a strong faith in the viability and
necessity of the ministry, a faith which
inevitably infects those around her.
Though the grass-roots movement involved in the emerging ministry has clearly
been a group effort, Beth Frey has been
its guiding light.
Born at Mtshabezi Mission in Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), Beth lived in Africa until she was 16. She returned to
Rhodesia in 1948, married Glenn Frey,
and served with him there until 1971.
Growing up in Africa before living in
America gave her a unique perspective
on the fundamental changes occurring
in the North American church in the '40s
and '50s. "I saw the church move from a
rural, simple people to one of sophistication," Beth notes. The shift, she observes,
occurred in a "gradual slope" identifica6

tion with society, especially its materialism. And while Beth doesn't condemn
our movement into the mainstream of
American life, she does stress that it is
"important that we keep our sense of
stewardship and our sense of value" in
our response to human needs.
Thus, Beth's concern about the
church's ministry to the poor has been
building for years. When she heard that
the Paxton Street facility had come

A New Ministry to the Poor
The ministry envisioned for the Paxton Street Home can be found in the
"Plan for Ministry" statement prepared
by the Executive Committee. It states:
"We propose that the former Messiah Home, currently designated as
Paxton Street Home, be operated as
a non-profit Personal Care Boarding
Home for adults . . . . Within this
facility, we plan to offer various
rehabilitative activities and programs
. . . and religious activities which will
include Bible studies."
The "Philosophy" statement of the committee notes:
"We see the Paxton Street Home as a
unique opportunity for the Brethren
in Christ church to enlarge its ministry to needy segments of our society.
This ministry would continue the heritage on which the Messiah Rescue
and Benevolent Home was founded."

back to the church, she wondered if perhaps God was trying to say something to
us.
Beth serves on the Messiah Village
Board of Trustees (as does Dr. John
FCreider). She makes clear that the Village Board has been very supportive of
her efforts, and insists she does not want
to have an adversary relationship to the
Village: "(The Village) is a completely
different ministry than what Paxton
Street would be. I feel the Village is a
fantastic place, but Jesus would say,
'This ought ye to have done, and not to
let the other undone.' "
Although she is giving considerable
leadership to the Paxton Street movement, Beth declines to accept much
credit for it. "It's the Lord working," she
insists, "I'm just a catalyst." In her contacts with social service agencies in Harrisburg Beth continues her witness.
"Hey, it's God doing it!" she tells them.
In an era of declining government
concern for the poor, Beth has an
answer for those who question the feasibility of the proposed ministry: "If the
poor get less they're going to need
more." For Beth Frey, that's a compelling enough rationale for Christians to
begin a ministry to the poor.
/
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There seems to be little doubt that
such a ministry is needed in the Harrisburg area. Representing the ad hoc
committee, Woody Dalton (pastor at
the Harrisburg church) and Beth Frey
contacted numerous social service agencies in Harrisburg to determine the
potential availability of residents. One
response which is illustrative of the six I
reviewed came from David G. Lamb,
Executive Director of Family and Children's Services of Harrisburg:
"We believe we can document the
community need for such a facility
(as the Paxton Street Home).... We
are most hopeful your church will see
provision of boarding care services at
the Paxton St. site to be responsive to
community need, and to be worthwhile for your investment."
Paying the Price
If this ministry develops, the investment required will be significant. Although the planners are determined to
secure volunteer staffing as much as
possible, as many as 25 staff persons
may be needed (some of whom would
have to be salaried). Anticipating full
staffing and a maximum number of residents, an operational budget of over
$300,000 per year has been projected. It
is hoped that much of that cost will be
covered by residents' fees and state funding, with the goal of becoming selfsupporting within a few years. In the
first year of operation alone, Harold
Chubb has calculated that about
$192,000 would be needed for much less
than capacity operation. If the Board of
Benevolence and the Board of Administration both approve the proposed program, that first year of operation might
begin in September 1981.
It is important to remember that the
actual costs of operation of a reopened
Paxton Steet Home would not be the
only expense which the church would
incur. There would also be the unrealized income from the planned sale of the
property to a non-Brethren in Christ
agency or individual. That amount,
which would likely be at least half-amillion dollars, is anticipated in the
future budgets of Messiah Village.
The broad grass-roots support that
the proposed Paxton Street ministry has
generated is evidence that many in the
church are willing to pay some price to
help the poor. What remains unclear is
how large a bill we're prepared to handle.
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"This has put
us in a very
«
awkward situation

George Kibler projects the confidence, competence and intelligence that
reinforces one's impression of him as an
experienced and able administrator.
With his wife Rachel (Myer), George
served in Zambia from 1959 to 1972,
before accepting the position of what
was then the Messiah Home. Since
1972, the church's ministry to its elderly
has experienced nearly a decade of continued successful growth, symbolized by
the move to the "Messiah Village" complex in 1978.
The various reasons that compelled
the move are still fresh in George's mind.
From the government's standpoint, the
Paxton Street facility simply didn't meet
increasingly stringent regulations relevant to nursing homes: e.g.; the halls
were too narrow, there was no sprinkler
system, and it had communal bathrooms. In addition, security was becoming a problem, requiring watchmen on
duty around the clock. Perhaps overshadowing all of these considerations
was the knowledge that the concept of
retirement care itself had changed since
the 1930's: the less institutional the better, which meant that a move from
"dormitory" to "cottage" living was
needed.
George is straightforward about the
reasons for the successful growth at the
Village. "The capital development implies acceptance by the church and
community of the concepts we've implemented here. It also shows appreciation
and approval of the quality of care we
provide." Most likely the approximately
275 residents at Messiah Village would
agree with that claim. Undoubtedly, the

nearly 300 persons on the various waiting lists to get in would agree.
But what about those who may not be
able to afford the good life at Messiah
Village? "We have quite a number (of
residents) who do not have (adequate)
financial resources," responds George.
Indeed, the declared policy of the Village is that financial status will not preclude someone who already is a resident
from staying at the Village, providing
the Village's financial status is solid.
And for Brethren in Christ, who now
comprise about 60% of the residents,
every effort is made to accept those
applicants who come with financial
need. Indeed, due in large measure to
significant help from the Board of Benevolence, George states that, "I am not
aware of any times we've turned down a
Brethren in Christ applicant because of
inadequate financial resources."
The Messiah Village Board of Trustees has not yet taken an official position
on the proposed ministry at the Paxton
Street Home. However, says George,
"There are quite a number on our board
who feel strongly that the poor are a
serious concern for the Christian." If
there weren't, he adds, "sheer numbers
would have voted down Beth and John."
Nevertheless, the Village board is
clearly in a difficult position. The Village had anticipated $5,000.00 per
month in income for the next 25 years
from the sale of the Paxton Street
property—income already included in
its budget. That income would have positively affected the residents at the Village. George explains the conflict this
way: "The Messiah (Village) Board of
Trustees is endowed with a mandate to
oversee a particular function—the care
of the elderly in the Brethren in Christ
church. The Paxton Street property was
paid for by the church, including (those
who are now) its elderly. Is the board
loyal to its mandate if it releases the
facility to another cause and ministry?
. . . This has put us in a very awkward
situation—we're torn between being
good trustees and sensitive Christians."
7

God's Spirit at work
Two years ago Marilyn Hallman accepted an MCC Voluntary Service assignment with Youth for Christ in Winnipeg. On her last Sunday evening in her
home congregation in the Rosebank
Brethren in Christ church in Ontario the
deacons anointed her for service and
prayed for the Holy Spirit's power in her
life. Now, two years later, Marilyn confesses that the power of the Spirit has
truly touched the lives of many girls
through her; some have been changed
for eternity.
How has this been accomplished?
"Let me describe a typical day," says
Marilyn. "It always starts with orange
juice and then a good hour of prayer and
Bible study."
After dodging heavy traffic downtown she is ready to check into the office
for the day. As she leaves, her prayer,
"Lord, let me touch some lives with your
love today," goes with her.
Her first appointment is with a young
Italian girl named Julie. They meet at
Country Kitchen over eggs and toast
and Julie shares about her feelings of
worthlessness, depression, loneliness,
and thoughts of suicide. After Marilyn
speaks encouragingly to her of spiritual
things, the girl is greatly helped; she
steps out of the car with a lighter heart
and a bright smile. Marilyn drives away,
praying for God to enter Julie's life
soon.
Next it's the Kildonan East High
School lunch hours in the cafeteria.
Marilyn moves from table to table, chatting seriously with some, laughing heartily with others, "mooching" food here
and there, and arranges to meet with
Pattie, Cheryl, and Brenda individually.
On her third lunch hour she finds herself
with five new girls at Western Hamburger, explaining and encouraging
them to attend Campus Life that
evening.
After unloading them she searches
the hallways for Vivian, a lively black
girl. It's her first appointment with Viv,
but both are excited and enjoying the
conversation. Marilyn leaves her knowing that Vivian has a positive outlook on
life, has had some religious background
but a very limited understanding of a
"personal faith." "God, use me to reveal
your Son to Vivian," is Marilyn's prayer.
It's Club day, so back at the office
Marilyn makes some necessary prepara-

W
tions: music, skit costumes, etc. She
receives two messages. One is from
Jenny who called to say she is leaving for
B.C. with her boyfriend; one is from a
parent who is having real problems with
her daughter. Edith, a volunteer associate staff girl arrives, and the two drive
off to pick up four Garden City Collegiate girls for supper. For Edith this is an
opportunity to build relationships and
to lead a discussion group about Christianity.
At Club the atmosphere is filled with
excitement and anticipation! The evening ends quietly, however, with a talk
about how to find peace in the midst of
life's crises through a personal peace
with God. Joan, Connie, Linda, and
others present can feel the Spirit of God
addressing them through their own particular hurts and needs.
It's 11:00 o'clock and finally Marilyn
is at home and can unwind. Her emotions are down and she suddenly feels
very lonely. "God, please love me and
give me a good night's rest," is her
prayer.
Two busy, exciting years have gone
by for Marilyn. She recently completed
her voluntary service term with MCC,
but is remaining at Youth for Christ in
Winnipeg as a partially paid staff person. She is looking for financial and
prayer support from Christian friends.
"The call of God on my life and his work
through me continues on," she says.
As she has been obedient to that call,
she has experienced change and growth
in her inner life, and she has experienced
the Spirit of God working in the lives of
the girls she has learned to know and
love.
Martha Janzen,
MCC (Canada)

The Nishihara Christian Center is
located in the western part of the city of
Fuchu. Within a radius of 1 kilometer
(.6 miles) there are approximately 9,000
homes and a population of 25,000—
30,000 people. The area immediately
around the center is industrial in nature—
small manufacturing firms, wholesale
businesses, trucking companies, carpenter shops and some gardening plots for
older persons. But to the north, south
and west are very concentrated areas of
housing. Most of these are private homes
but there are also small apartment buildings. Southeast of the Center is an
apartment complex containing about
750 apartments. To the west is another
apartment complex with about 1,200
apartments.
There is no church in this area. In
distributing information about English
classes and other programs, we have
found a few Christians. However, most
of these persons are active in their own
churches. The nearest churches to the
Nishihara Center are located in the
neighboring city of Kunitachi, both about a mile away. Both of these churches
are very active and it is a pleasure to
work with them in the evangelizing of
this area.
The first public service at the Nishihara Christian Center was a Christmas
program December 20, 1980. We also
had a children's Christmas program on
December 26. During the following
months we gathered on the second and
fourth Sunday evenings of each month
for one service in English and one in
Japanese.
The first regular Sunday worship service was set for Sunday afternoon, April
Martin Zook is the country representative in
Japan for Brethren in Christ Missions.
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19, 1981, from 3:00-4:00 p.m. We chose
this time for the service for two reasons:
it would be easier for families to attend
at this time of day and persons from the
Nukui and Yayoidai churches could
participate as well.
Although some English classes started
previously, the full program of classes
began in early April. There are ten
classes a week scheduled at the center,
one of which is Dora Myers' Bible class.
One of the costs I had not adequately
considered in setting up the budget for
the Center and the English program was
the cost of advertising. Putting up a sign
on the building, a poster at the station,
printing information sheets to pass out
from house to house—all this cost more
than I anticipated. Yet for the initial
thrust, advertising has been necessary.
But this is advertising, not evangelism. It is just informing people about
the Center and some of the activities.
The most effective means of getting
people involved in the program is what
Arthur McPhee calls "friendship evangelism," taking time to care for people
and their needs.
The main evangelical thrust of the
Center is the three voluntary service
teachers, Mary Brubaker, Dora Myers,
and Connie Lofthouse, who live there.
Getting to know the people, learning to
know their concerns, is a vital first step.
It is also a very time-consuming job. It
means going on trips with the ladies of
the neighborhood, visiting in their
homes and even going shopping with
them. More than in formal meetings,
evangelism occurs in these informal
encounters.
For the Christmas programs we passed out 9,000 beautifully printed announcements. One person responded as
a result of the announcements, but even
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he had been to the Center previously.
We distributed about 11,000 announcements for English classes and there have
been perhaps six or seven responses to
these. With some of the English announcements we distributed 6,000 Every
Home Crusade tracts; there has been no
response to these. Almost all of the
response to any program so far can be
directly traced to involvement in the
community by the three teachers.
My role in the Center's development
and program has been an administrative
one. However, as the English program
becomes more established, I hope to

Brethren in Christrelated churches

have time to "work" the contacts which
we have made. I hope that through these
contacts I will be able also to share
Christ in a meaningful way.
Evangelism is a living, dynamic thing
that happens through us as we encounter people. Very little is accomplished
when impersonal means are used. When
God came to humans, he became flesh
and lived among us. We must do the
same if God is going to work through us
in bringing people to himself. Please
pray that God will continue to reveal
himself through us, the laborers in his
vineyard.
9

Rejoicing in
service

night a week. We are attempting to
address the needs of these couples as
they work to understand Biblical directions for marriage and family life, and
how they can live as a Christian family
in the Tonga culture which in many
cases directly opposes Biblical principles. Six couples expressed interest immediately and all have been coming
faithfully. We find that these hours
spent together make other meetings during the week more meaningful. We discussed the idea with the Bishop and
other church leaders before starting.
The Macha experience has been a
good one for our children also. We are
very excited about possibilities for others to work in mission.

by Dan Deyhle

The following is an excerpt from n
April 22 letter written by Dan Deyhle at
Macha Hospital. Dan and his wife,
Karen, are giving furlough replacement
for Sam and Erma Jean Bert. The Deyhles have two young sons, Vaughn and
Cameron.
We are quite happy here—in fact, we
have enjoyed every place we visited,
especially Zimbabwe. Karen says if she
could be three people she would apply
for Zimbabwe (Bulawayo), Zambia
(Macha) and Japan. We have never
wavered in our feeling of anticipation
and excitement for eventual service in
Japan, however.
We received and appreciated excellent orientation from the Sam Berts.
They were kind and generous to us
beyond measure and it is because of
their wisdom and helpfulness that we do
Workshop Sponsored by
Nurses Association
On May 30. 1981 a workshop, "Spiritual
Care: A Nurse's Role?", sponsored by the
Brethren in Christ Nurses Association, was
held at the Harrisburg Hospital. Arlene
Miller, R.N., M.S., was the speaker. Arlene
came well prepared having worked as bedside nurse, nursing professor, and former
missionary nurse. Her genuine love for Christ
and the patient radiated freely to us.
We were challenged to accept the fact that
the assessment of spiritual needs and the
appropriate intervention are essential ingredients of the nursing process. We were
encouraged to include these in preparing and
implementing our nursing care plans and
reminded that we have the necessary "ingredients" within us to accept our role in the
spiritual care of our patients.
We were instructed in: (1) The use of
self—to listen, listen, listen, to have empathy,
humility, commitment, and vulnerability.
(2) The use of prayer—pray for and with
our patients; keep prayers short and simple
using it to meet only the patient's needs.
(3) The use of scriptures—walk softly, don't
rush in and bury the patient in verses, let the
patient express self through the scriptures.
10

not feel "overwhelmed" by the responsibilities. At times it seemed as if there was
a new little job or detail to learn every
hour, but it soon seemed to fit together.
Although we miss the Berts as friends,
we don't feel deserted or unprepared.
Everyone here is supportive and helpful,
too.
As to our experience with Zambians,
outside of work, we have begun a
young-married couples' Bible study one
(4) The use of the hospital chaplaincy service and pastoral referrals. (5) The use of
our own spiritual resources. (6) The use of
personal goals.
A healthy personal relationship with God
and the art of listening are basic to our meeting the spiritual needs of our patients. Our
goal should be to assist the patient in establishing and /or maintaining a personal relationship with God.
Some reasons for not being able to do this
are our own values, preconceptions, personal defenses, unwillingness to feel with the
patient, lack of commitment, and fear of
being rejected.
Was this workshop worthwhile? Yes;
much information was presented, a boo!:
table was available, sweet fellowship flowed
freely, and it was rewarding to know that a
nurse with God's love and forgiveness within
can be an instrument that God will use to
heal the hurts of humanity that all the complexities of medicine cannot touch. A nurse
equipped with God's love and compassion
can reach a patient where medicine cannot
penetrate. Workshops of this nature can help
prepare us to do exactly this.
Peg Brewer, R. N.
Hagerstown, Maryland

See Paul Hostetler's article in the April 25 Visitor for reflections on the Deyhles' departure.

Church News
Allegheny Conference
The Antrim congregation observed the 4th
anniversary in their new building on Sunday, June
21. • Sunday, June 14, was a day of missions
emphasis by the Carlisle congregation. Guests
included Pastor Ken's parents. Bill and Mary
Hoke; Arlene Miller, Erma Hare, and Dave Brubaker. A panel discussion was held in the evening
service.
The Cedar Grove congregation recently showed
the James Dobson films, "Focus on the Family." •
A "Night of Music" was hosted by the Jemison
Valley congregation on a recent Sunday evening.
Eight community churches and a local Christian
school choir participated.
The Montgomery congregation reports that
May 31 was Hospitality Sunday at which time
church families invited new families into their
homes for dinner. • Clara Leedom from the
Bahama Island, was guest speaker in the Shermans Valley Church for a missions service.

Atlantic Conference

Special guest speaker for the Mantieim congregation was Rev. Eber Dourte for Peace Emphasis
Sunday. • On Sunday evening. May 24, Marta
Hoffman shared with the Palmyra congregation
some of her experiences from her trip to Greece.
Fifteen persons were received into fellowship by
the Pequea congregation on Sunday morning,
May 31. • The young people of the Souderton
congregation were in charge of the morning worship service on Sunday, May 17. As part of the
service, they presented the drama, "The Lord is
My Shepherd, But . . .".
The Refton congregation has designated Sunday, July 26 as their Dedication-Homecoming
Day. The newly-constructed Christian education
facilities will be dedicated at 3:30 p.m., followed by
a fellowship luncheon and open house. The morning and evening worship services will emphasize
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worship and praise for the past as well as commitment for the future. Speakers will be Rev. W. Dale
Allison and Bishop John Arthur Byers. John
Arthur Brubaker is pastor.

Canadian Conference

Betty Lou Sider shared in the Sunday morning
worship service at the Falls View Church. Two
children were also dedicated in that service.
On Sunday evening. May 24, the Rosebank
congregation held a Pioneer Girls Award program. • The Niagara Choral Society presented a
concert to the Sherkston congregation on Sunday
evening. May 31. Several members of the choir are
members of the congregation.

Central Conference

A musical concert was given to the Christian
Union congregation by Dane Bailey on Sunday
evening, June 14. Rev. C. R. Nissly spoke in both
the morning and evening services on June 7.
Five persons were baptized by the Northridge
congregation on Sunday, June 14. Carl and Winifred Knepper shared about their service in Africa
in the morning service. • The Sippo Valley congregation held a fellowship dinner on Sunday,
May 17. Following the dinner, a congregational
meeting was held concerning the possibility of a
full-time minister.

Midwest Conference

The Abilene, Rosebank, and Zion congregations met together on Sunday evening, May 31, to
view the film, "The Hiding Place."

Pacific Conference
The pastor of the Alta Loma congregation, J.
Ralph Wenger, held a leadership dinner in the
church on Saturday, May 30. All leaders of the
church and their spouses were invited.
A "Breakaway" retreat was held by the Labish
congregation on Friday evening-Sunday, May 2931. • The Ontario congregation held a pot luck
dinner on Sunday, May 31, after Joe and Marietta
Smith shared in the morning worship service.

Hollenbach: Sarah Elizabeth, Dec. 7; Jeff and
Libby Hollenbach, New Bloomfield congregation,
NM.
King: Kara Leigh, March 24; Chad and Janet
King, New Bloomfield congregation, NM.
Koons: Brandon Allen, May 25; John Jr. and
Kandyce(Funk) Koons, Five Forks congregation.
Pa.
Lehman: Emily Renee, May 20; Jeff and Leslie
Lehman, Manor congregation. Pa.
Long: Matthew Charles, May 4; Thomas and
Lou Ann Long, Cedar Grove congregation. Pa.
Mast: Justin Bradley, May 18; Ron and
Waneta Mast, Cedar Grove congregation. Pa.
Neff: Diana Marie, May 20; Jay and Rosalind
Neff, Manor congregation, Pa.
Ngo: Xuan, May 19; Phong and Mai Ngo,
Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Ritchey: Elizabeth Dawn, May 28; Scott and
Ruth (Bawel) Ritchey, Big Valley congregation.
Pa.
Simonton: Jodi Lynn, April 3; Clark and
Robin Simonton, Cedar Grove congregation. Pa.
Snook: John Jr., June 5; John and Jane Snook,
Big Valley congregation. Pa.
Stuebing: David Kondwa, March 12; Richard
and Kathleen Stuebing, Lusaka, Zambia. The
Stuebings are from the Grantham congregation.
Pa.

Weddings

Boutin-Winger: Nancy, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Bert Winger, and Norman, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Julien Boutin, May 16, in the Bertie Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Ross Nigh and Rev.
David Croxford officiating.
Brooks-Brillinger: Laurie, daughter of M r. and
Mrs. Eldon Brillinger, Richmond Hill, Ont., and
Kenneth, son of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Brooks,
Stouffville, Ont., May 2, in the Heise Hill Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. James Cober officiating.

For The Record . . .
Births

Denlinger-Good: Linda Faye, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Paul T. Good, Lititz, Pa., and Edward
Lee, son of Mr. and Mrs. Leroy A. Denlinger,
Lancaster. Pa., May 30, in the Manor Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. John B. Hawbaker and
Rev. Lester Zimmerman officiating.

Crider: Megan Louise, Feb. 22; Ken and Jill
Crider, New Bloomfield congregation, NM.
Dott: Jessica Leigh, May 20; Phillip and Debbie Dott, Martinsburg congregation, Pa.
Golderman: Chad Allen, May 26; Ken and
Joyce (Tice) Golderman, Green Grove congregation, Pa.

DiSante-Braulin: Marion, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Bill Braulin, Wainfleet, Ont., and Elio DiSante, Hamilton, Ont., May 16, in the Wainfleet
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Roy Peterman officiating.

Bittinger: Dawn Marie, May 10; B o b a n d T i n a
Bittinger, Chambersburg congregation. Pa.

Grabill: Katie Ann, May 24; Galen and Joan
Grabill, Sippo Valley congregation, Oh.
Guyer: Norman Bruce 11, March 5; Bruce and
Rose Guyer, New Guilford congregation. Pa.
Heise: Jeremy Andrew, May 15; Ken and
Becky Heise, Pleasant Hill congregation. Oh.
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Enos-Stewart: Sandra, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. James Stewart, and Trevor, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Edward Enos, May 16, in the Bethel Gospel
Tabernacle, Hamilton.
Montgomery-Mellinger: Bonita Jane, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Mellinger, Millersville,
Pa., and Bradley Wayne, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Montgomery, Alexandria, In., May 9, in

the Zion United Church of Christ, Millersville,
with Rev. Merle Brubaker officiating.
Moore-Long: Cheryl Ann. daughter of Mr.
and M rs. Elvin Long and Paul Donald, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Donald Moore, May 2, in the Ridgemount Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Vern
Bosserman officiating.
Sheaffer-Heimbach: Penny, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Heimbach Jr.. and Thomas, son
of Mr. and Mrs. George Sheaffer, May 9, in the
Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Eugene Heidler officiating.
Simpson-Jamieson: Jeanette, daughter of Rev.
and Mrs. Hugh Jamieson and Kevin, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Leslie Simpson. May 9, in the Ridgemount Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Vern
Bosserman officiating.
Stauffer-Weaver: Sandra K., daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Richard Weaver, Strasburg, Pa., and
Jeffrey M„ son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Stauffer,
Lititz, Pa., May 2, in the Lancaster Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Merle Brubaker officiating.
Steele-Dodson: Gail Darlene, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Clair Dodson. and Michael Lee, son of
Mr. and Mrs. William Steele, both of Hopewell.
Pa., April 18, in the Shermans Valley Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Earl Lehman officiating.
Zook-Bontrager: Pamela, daughter of Eloise
Bontrager, Goshen, In., and Avery II, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Avery Zook, Chambersburg, Pa., May
23, in the Nappanee Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Jay McDermond officiating.

Obituaries

Henderson: Thelma C. Henderson, I.angdondale. Pa., born July 30, 1904, died March 30. 1981.
Rev. Earl Lehman officiated at the funeral service.
Interment was in the Hopewell Cemetery.
I.arson: Mrs. Hazel Larson, Orlando, Fl., born
Aug. 19, 1903, in Muskegon Heights, Mi., died
May 27, 1981. She is survived by her husband,
Frank; two daughters: Mrs. Irene Whittum and
Mrs. Doris Drenth; three grandchildren; and three
great-grandchildren. The funeral service and interment were in Muskegon. Mi.
I.enhert: Rhoda Lenhert, born Nov. 24, 1909,
in Abilene, Ks.. died Jan. 4, 1981, in the Messiah
Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa. She was the daughter
of George and Martha Lenhert. She is survived by
two brothers: Paul and Ben; and a sister, Mrs.
Mary Eshleman. She accepted Christ into her life
early in her life and spent almost 15 years as a
nurse in the Brethren in Christ Mission in both
Zambia and Zimbabwe, Africa. She was a member
of the Fairview Brethren in Christ Church, Ohio,
at the time of her death. Rev. l.eRoy Walters and
Bishop David E. Climenhaga conducted the funeral service in the Messiah Village Chapel.
Interment was in the Grantham Cemetery.
Willford: Fred Willford, born Sept. 15, 1919,
died May 7, 1981. He is survived by his wife,
Nelda; and two sons: James and Richard. The
funeral service was conducted in the Wainfleet
Brethren in Christ Church by Rev. Roy J. Peterman. Interment was in the Maple Lawn Cemetery.
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Developing disciples
through retreats
by Eugene Wingert

There are many methods which are
used of the Lord as means of developing
disciples through the church. We are
familiar with the approaches of the
Sunday school, worship services, prayer
meetings, home Bible studies, etc. Another exciting and effective means of
enabling God's people to develop more
fully in the life of discipleship is through
retreats.
A "retreat" is simply a time spent in a
place away from the usual daily pursuits
for a spiritual purpose. It may be with
others or in solitude. The time may be a
day, a weekend or longer. The purpose
may be personal spiritual growth, planning, study, fellowship, or training.
Retreats are not a new idea. Jesus
used many methods to develop his dis-

ciples and among them was the use of
"retreats." The Gospels tell how he
would call the disciples away to a quiet
place for periods of rest, prayer and
instruction. Even in the Old Testament,
saints of God frequently withdrew from
society to receive the Word of God and
to renew their spiritual vitality.
Today, as much as ever, people have a
need for significant breaks in the daily
routine in order to focus on what the
Holy Spirit desires to accomplish in
their lives—individually and as the
Church. Disciples are developed through
several unique and effective dynamics of
a "retreat."
A Place Apart. Getting away from
the usual physical surroundings to a different setting frequently opens one's

KENBROOK RETREAT CENTER
In the past year, the completion of a new retreat center at Kenbrook
Bible Camp has opened a whole new area of ministry for the camp in
extending the program to the entire year and to all ages.
This new facility is designed so that most of the retreat activitieseating, sleeping, meeting, are all under one roof. Indoor recreation is
also available. This allows the program to move forward uninterrupted
by weather and provides a special sense of closeness. The facility thus
supports the cohesiveness of the programs being conducted.
This retreat center is available for use by churches of the brotherhood. We are also prepared to provide assistance in planning retreats
and locating resources.
A representative sampling of the kinds of programs that have been
conducted at the retreat center includes:
Church board planning meetings
Sunday school class retreat
Couples' retreats
Senior adults
Men's fellowship retreat
Youth retreat
Mother-daughter banquet
Singles (seventeen to seventy)
Church staff training
Women's retreat

mind to a change of perspective and a
fresh approach to meeting life's challenges. A "place apart" reduces outside
distractions and removes the necessity
of responding to many of the immediate
details of daily life, thus providing the
freedom to concentrate on the purpose
of the retreat and to focus more objectively on the larger dimensions of faith
and life.
In the Beauty of God's Creation.
While a retreat can be conducted in
almost any setting, a retreat in the
beauty of God's creation affords the
opportunity to sense the beauty, majesty
and order of creation. Jesus took his
disciples into just such a setting for their
"retreats." The beauty of God's world is
a refreshing balm for the restoration of
body and soul. The majesty and wonder
of creation lift one's heart toward the
Creator. The order of nature tunes the
mind to God's purpose and design for all
of life.
Extended Time and Continuity. Many
educational programs of the church
bring people together for an hour or
less, then break to meet again the next
week. We often rush to meetings, rush
back again and the time in between is
seldom long enough to still our racing
thoughts and tune in to the Spirit's
voice. Retreats, however, frequently take
the form of a weekend program—Friday
evening to Sunday afternoon—where
participants spend up to fifteen hours in
actual "sessions" and over twenty-five
hours of waking time in shared activities. This extended time provides the
setting needed to become still before the
Lord.
Shared Daily Activities. Group effectiveness and in-depth relationships are
experienced as persons share different
aspects of their personal lives with others. In retreats, participants not only
work together toward common goals in
structured sessions, but also share around the meal table and in times of
informal activities. It is often the times
spent together informally which develop
the trust and understanding necessary to
make the "sessions" worthwhile.
If Jesus felt the need to take his disciples away to a quiet place for a while as a
necessary part of their training and
development, programs combining the
above elements ought to be a part of the
ministry of each local church as we carry
out his commission to make disciples.
Eugene Wingert is the camp manager for the
Kenbrook Retreat Center.
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Souderton

Couples'
Retreat
by Diane Fimiano

Once upon a time there was a Christian Camp nestled in
the hills of Lebanon, Pennsylvania. Each summer hundreds
of carefree youngsters would spend weeks of vacation time
utilizing all of the fine facilities which the camp had to offer.
Everything from water events to competitive sports to woodland activities kept the youth happily occupied.
*

*

*

Then one weekend a group of adults from the Souderton
Brethren in Christ Church in southeastern Pennsylvania
decided to get in on the action and find out if all the reports
which came back to them from their children were true. On a
blustery Friday evening twenty-five couples converged on
Kenbrook Retreat Center, positive that the forecasts of continuing rain would dampen their spirits and ruin their stay.
They could not have been more mistaken.
From the moment of arrival, the cozy fireplace set the stage
for what was to become a meaningful experience, one that
would remain with them for many months. Small groups met
in the comfortable lounge to exchange travel talks and to
begin the process of getting to know each other better. Soon
the entire group assembled for snacks and get-acquainted
games in the spacious dining room, and they discovered new
facets of each other's personalities, the sides that church pews
do not disclose.

Saturday dawned drearily but the mood inside brought
sunshine smiles as a humorous skit, prepared by some of the
Thespians in the group, centered on the theme of love.
Throughout the day couples met to share ideas stemming
from the discussion sessions, to compare appetites which
were treated to tempting delicacies from the kitchen, to match
skills at a variety of table games, and to learn more and more
about themselves, their spouses, and their brothers and sisters
in the church.
Evening brought no respite from the rain but the people
inside did not notice because their attentions were divided
between food, fun, and fellowship. The sumptuous banquet
prepared by the Retreat staff provided a touch of class and all
those calories were laughed off as the couples staged a rollicking version of the Newlywed Game.
Sunday's activities were highlighted by a spiritually-charged
Communion service. Later a weary but more closely-knit
church family boarded the bus and paused to reflect on the
whirlwind of events that had drawn them together during the
past few days. The bonds of friendship and brotherhood
which were cemented at Kenbrook would not soon break.
And they lived happily in fellowship everafter . . . .
Diane Fimiano is a member of the Souderton congregation.

Resolutions opposing abortion, nuclear
endorsed by Peace Section
Nuclear war and abortion were the
major items on the agenda of the Mennonite Central Committee U.S. Peace
Section meetings in Akron, PA May 15
and 16. The section endorsed statements
opposing both nuclear arms and abortion.
The Lancaster Conference Board of
Bishops had asked the section to speak
to the abortion question. While some
section members urged a simple statement of opposition to abortion, others
emphasized the need to see this as an
issue with many complexities. One mem-

ber asked: "Is abortion sin in the same
clear way that war is sin?"
The difficult questions raised by the
abortion issue were made very personal
when a section member told the group
that he and his wife had faced that painful decision when their doctor revealed
that his wife would die if her pregnancy
was not terminated.
The section drafted a paper, "Affirming the Sanctity of Life in Relation to
Abortion," in which they asserted: "We
believe that abortion is wrong because it
violates the sanctity and value of human

Affirming the sanctity of life in relation to abortion

Abortion has become a public issue with lines of debate often sharply
drawn. Much debate stems from different perceptions of when individuated
life begins. Many differences reflect varied convictions about primary values:
for some the priority consideration is preservation of human life; for others it
is quality of life.
The Mennonite and Brethren in Christ churches have long affirmed that
God wills abundant life for all people, and have been concerned with both the
preservation and the quality of life. These concerns have been expressed in
opposition to war, capital punishment and other negations of human life.
They have also been expressed in positive efforts to enhance the dignity and
sanctity of human life.
With increasing public attention to abortion, some MCC constituent conferences have addressed this issue as well. As the MCC U.S. Peace Section we
commend these statements for study and guidance. In harmony with these
statements, we affirm the following principles:
1. We accept the Bible as the written form of God's revelation to us and
the ultimate guide for faith and practice.
2. We understand the Bible to teach that people are created in the image
of God and that all human life is sacred.
3. We believe that abortion is wrong because it violates the sanctity and
value of human life.
4. We urge our members and institutions to offer alternatives to abortion
such as counseling resources, adoption, and economic assistance.
5. While affirming the sanctity of human life, we recognize that there may
be some pregnancies where the right application of this Biblical principle is not clear. In such cases Christians have both the privilege and
responsibility to counsel with fellow believers in discerning the appropriate course of action.
6. We appeal for prayerful support of those who are confronted with hard
decisions and a spirit of sensitivity and Christian love toward those who
view this issue from a different perspective.
Adopted by Mennonite Central Committee U.S. Peace Section
May 16, 1981
Akron, PA 17501
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life. . . . We urge our members and
institutions to offer alternatives to abortion such as counseling resources, adoption and economic assistance."
Nuclear threat
The urgency of addressing the issue of
nuclear weapons was underscored throughout the meeting. It was the topic of the
first report, given by David Hostetler,
news editor of Gospel Herald, who just
returned from attending the Conference
on Nuclear War in Europe, in Groningen, the Netherlands.
Hostetler said conferees stressed the
likelihood of nuclear war starting in this
decade, not as "a deliberate step" but
begun "under stress in a crisis situation."
Edgar Metzler, assistant director of
the Peace Section Washington Office,
was among those urging that members
see the present as the time to take action
to prevent such a war. If persons do not
act now to halt nuclear arms growth,
Metzler said he fears "in 20 years (after
nuclear devastation) we are going to be
looking back and saying that we have
been unfaithful," much as the church
looked back after the Hitler years and
wondered why so few had forcefully
spoken out.
In a call to a more faithful and active
response, the U.S. Peace Section agreed
to endorse the concept of a "Nuclear
Abolitionist Covenant," a paper still
being written by representatives of
Christian groups, including New Call to
Peacemaking, the peacemaking coalition of Mennonites, Brethren and
Friends.
Writers of the covenant outlined the
reason for such a statement: "The gospel
must always be addressed to the particular times in which we live . . . Some
historical issues stand out as particularly
urgent among the church's other fundamental concerns... Slavery was such
a question for Christians in the 19th
century. The nuclear arms race is such a
question today."
The paper will call for people of God
to pray, to learn about the threat posed
by nuclear weapons, to examine spiritual commitments, to spread the gospel
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weapons
of peace, to bear public witness against
nuclear weaponry, and to publicly state
that "in light of our faith we are prepared to live without nuclear weapons."
Peace Section members stressed that
the covenant will not be a paper to
"simply sign" but will be used to assist
people in serious discussion about what
actions they need to take to be faithful to
God in response to this issue.
The section also agreed to call a special peace assembly November 20 and
21 on the theme "The Christian Faith
and the Nuclear Arms Race." The meeting will be for all interested persons. It is
hoped that church and conference leaders in particular will attend the assembly, which will be at a location in eastern
Pennsylvania.
The section agreed to join Mennonite, Church of the Brethren and Brethren in Christ conferences in sponsoring
a nine-month peace education project in
Lancaster County, Pa., in which Don
Kraybill, author of The Upside-Down
Kingdom, will research and speak on
the nuclear arms buildup and its effect
on the Lancaster area. Keystone Bible
Institutes will sponsor six seminars by
Kraybill on biblical faith and nuclear
warfare.
The draft and registration continue to
be a major agenda item for U.S. Peace
Section. Chairman James Longacre,
Mennonite Church, of Barto, Pa., reported on testimony he presented for
MCC on May 7, before a House Appropriations subcommittee, concerning
the draft and alternative service.
The section re-elected Longacre as
chairman and elected Paul Toews of
Fresno, Calif., representative of West
Coast MCC, as vice chairman. New
secretary is Roy Kaufman of Pulaski,
Iowa, General Conference representative.
New section members-at-large appointed at the May meeting were Joe Mares
of Dinuba, Calif., Randy Basinger of
Hillsboro, Kan., and Lois Barrett of
Elkhart, Ind. K. B. Hoover of Grantham, Pa., formerly a member representing MCC Executive Committee, was
reappointed as a member-at-large.
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The Song Leader

The teenager walked with a shuffle, and when he had shared a memory
verse earlier in the program, he obviously had great difficulty in speaking.
Thus, when it was announced that he would lead the closing congregational
hymn, I frankly wondered what kind of job he would do. It was the second
day of a symposium on the church's ministry to devalued persons (see related
story on page 2). A group of mentally handicapped youth and adults from
the area were leading the evening worship experience for the seminar
participants.
He slowly made his way to the front of the auditorium. After surveying the
seminar participants, he looked over to the pianist, then back over the
audience. The page was announced—606 in the Mennonite Hymnal, a
three-page choral arrangement of "Praise God From Whom All Blessings
Flow," complete with a lengthy four-part "Hallelujah, Amen" ending.
He slowly raised his hand and then struck a downbeat.
What a glorious moment of worship we experienced! And what a transformation in this teenager! Though he had difficulty in walking and talking,
I have never seen a director more caught up in the music being sung. He
literally drew the praise out of the congregation. Every beat, every rest he
had down to perfection—from memory. He brought in each voice right on
the precise cue. We followed his direction for tempo, for pauses, for emphasis. It was great! As we ended with the words of the text, "Hallelujah,
Amen!", we sat for a moment, almost breathless. I'll remember that song for
a long time to come.
That worship experience illustrates what the Lord could do in our midst,
if we but allowed him. We so readily see limitations and "handicaps" in
people and, like secular society, are prone to define persons solely in terms of
that single trait or cluster of characteristics. In the process, we overlook (or
choose to ignore) less obvious but nevertheless very real and precious talents
and strengths. In concentrating on an apparent deficiency, we fail to see the
hidden gift. And both the individual and the fellowship are the losers.
How easy it is to put labels on persons and to shut them away, out of sight.
But how contrary this is to the life and ministry of Jesus, who ate with the
outcasts of society; who touched and healed lepers and those suffering
mental disorders; who was seen in intimate conversation with harlots. The
redemptive approach of Jesus is much more costly, requiring time, emotional energy and sometimes the sacrificing of our reputation.
A growing number of Brethren in Christ congregations are becoming
aware of the need to minister to persons whom society classifies as "devalued
persons." This trend should be encouraged. And as we share the grace of
God in ministry, let us be open to receive a ministry in return. In fact, we
should expect to discover a spiritual gift in each person in the fellowship.
As Paul notes, we are called to reverse society's pattern of "devaluing"
persons:
. . . those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable... God has combined the members of the body
and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that
there should be no division in the body, but that its parts
should have equal concern for each other.
I Cor. 12:22, 24-25, NIV
Who knows—maybe "ou'll find another great song leader!
G
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MS victim successful
author in spite of
crippling handicap
by Mary Fox

She cannot see, yet she writes books.
More than 17 years ago, Helen Good
Brenneman walked out to her garden
only to see a blur. Soon after, she lost all
use of her legs, one hand, and partial use
of another hand. At 38 years old, she
was a victim of multiple sclerosis.
Like any other sufferer of MS, she
was alarmed when it was discovered she
had the disease. "It's quite a shock to
find out that's what you have," she said.
But the disease did not slow her down in
some ways. Unable to do the housework
any more, the mother of four found she
had time to devote to writing. Mrs.
Brenneman has written nine books,
seven since she was stricken with MS.
Her most recent book, Morning Joy,
has just recently been published (Herald
Press, 1981).
Writing is where Mrs. Brenneman's
heart has always been. She wrote a
novel. But Not Forsaken, and a book
for new mothers, Meditations for the
New Mother, before the onslaught of
her illness. Since she has had MS she has
written Meditations for the Expectant
Mother, Marriage: Agony and Ecstasy,
Learning to Cope, My Comforters, The
House by the Side of the Road, and
Ring a Dozen Doorbells.
"You do what you have to and 1
always have had to write. Writing was
important," she says. Three of her books
have been translated into other languages.
Mrs. Brenneman's writing has not
only been important to her but to others. Many of her books are inspirational. The ones for mothers help give
16

women a new perspective, especially
when everything is not going well.
Through interviews with handicapped
people, Learning to Cope shows that
illness does not mean the end. My Comforters, written after Mrs. Brenneman
had been in the hospital for a month,
gives reassurance to others who are ill.
The words and ideas are there for this
writer. She said she has never found it
hard to find things to write about.
Indeed not. When she is not writing a
book, she may be busy on an article for
the Gospel Herald, Purpose, or Christian Living magazines. For those stories,
she interviews people who come to
Greencroft Nursing Center, Goshen, Indiana, where she lives. Earlier in her
illness, she went to homes to interview;
however, that is no longer possible.
But even if the thoughts for articles
are there, getting them on paper is more
difficult for her. She has use of her
hands now, even though they are numb,
so she can type. However, she cannot see
what is on the paper to proofread or find
her place.
"I can type, but I can't see what I've
typed so if someone interrupts me I
don't know where I've left off."
She has speed and accuracy at typing,
but since she cannot see the words her
friends type the final draft. Friends also
help find poetry or passages she might
need for her book. Interviews must be
taped.
Neither her success at writing nor her
ability to work despite her illness has led
to any pride on the part of this writer.
She seems to just feel she is doing the
work she should.

"I look at myself like the little boy
who brought his loaves and fishes to
Christ. He couldn't take credit for multiplying them. That's how I feel about
my books. I can't take credit for them
being multiplied."
It is a lot of credit that she is passing
up. Meditations for the New Mother,
written about 30 years ago, is still in
print and has sold over a quarter of a
million copies (more than 16,000 copies
in the past year). "That just boggles my
mind that it keeps selling year after year.
Even though I wrote it when my 30
year-old-son was a baby, it still sells."
Through her writing Mrs. Brenneman has given comfort to many. However, her consoling thoughts do not stop
when she writes them on paper. Upon
receiving the name of someone who has
MS she will write or telephone. "I tell
them since the onslaught of MS I've
written seven books and been to Europe.
Life doesn't have to stop. And, as I said,
there are compensations."
Mrs. Brenneman has kept in touch
with one woman by phone for years. "I
hope to just give her companionship and
this sort of thing. That's all I can do, of
course."
In a wheelchair, she has found she can
still do some of the things that are
important—writing and inspiring others. She tries not to dwell on what she
still misses, such as being able to go to
public events, but she sees what compensations can be made. Her husband
Virgil brings her home on Sundays and
during the week when she meets with
her small group from Assembly Mennonite Church. She also finds other
things she can do sometimes. Recently,
Mrs. Brenneman found she can read
books in large print, so she can again do
something she loves.
With this attitude, one can only wonder if this is the same woman who as a
teen said she would die if she did not
become a news reporter.
—Reprinted by permission from The Goshen
News.
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